International Relations
Hotel Rwanda – Critical Observations
1. What were the two major ethnic groups involved in violent clashes in Rwanda?
They were the Hutu and the Tutsi ethnic groups. The Hutus were the country’s bigger proportion of the citizens constituting about 85 percent and the Tutsis were the minority. The violent clashes resulted from the killing of the then president of Rwanda who was a Hutu. This made the Hutus think that he was killed by the Tutsis and the Hutus responded by killing the Hutus all over the country. More than 800 Tutsis were killed.   
2. How did the principal character negotiate ethnic conflict with regard to his own family?
The principal character, Paul, is a Hutu and is married to a Tutsi wife. He thus identifies with both the two groups involved in the violence. He manages to keep his family and more than a thousand refugees in the hotel. He ensures that they are not killed by use of bribes, asking for favors from his friends that hold powerful positions, and lying to the dangerous Hutu general that Americans are using spy satellites to watch everything that he was doing. 
3. What about the film demonstrated a the complexity of race and skin color as determinants of peaceful coexistent among citizens of the same country?

As can be inferred from the film, the principal cause of the ethnic conflict between the two groups goes back to when Rwanda was still under the Belgian rule. During that time, Tutsis who are generally thin and tall, were considered to be superior to the Hutus, who are generally stocky and short. During that time, Tutsis were offered favorable [references by the Belgians for the country’s positions of power. This led to the creation of resentment by the Hutus. In addition to that, The Tutsi are characterized with lighter skin and narrower noses and were taken to be more “European” than their Hutu counterparts, which gave them some perceived ethnic superiority over the Hutus. Without these differences there would not have been any distinctions between the two groups and the conflict would not have occurred. 
4. What impressions can be drawn from the film regarding the role of the United Nations as an international peace keeper in international conflict?

In the film, western countries withdrew their forces from Rwanda leaving only less than 300 soldiers. When the Commander of the peace keeping force of the United Nations asked for about 5000 more troops that request was denied because the western countries did not want to intervene and contain the situation. This gives the impression from the film that it is only the United Nations that I in a position that can contain international conflicts by acting in a non-bipartisan manner. It should, however, work as an independent body without the influence of the world’s most powerful nations.      
